{ Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity Scripture

HealthCare Ministry Mark 1:40-42
Aleper came to Jesus (and kneeling down) begged him and said, “If

you wish, you can make me clean.” Moved with pity, he stretched

PI |gr|mage Reﬂectlon out his hand, touched him, and said to him, “I do will it. Be made

clean.” The leprosy left him immediately, and he was made clean.

Early Writings

From The Legend of the Three Companions

One day [Francis] was riding his horse near Assisi, when he met a

leper. And, even though he usually shuddered at lepers, he made

himself dismount, and gave him a coin, kissing his hand as he did

so. After he accepted a kiss of peace from him, Francis remounted

and continued on his way. He then began to consider himself less Gracious God, you helped Francis overcome his fear of lepers
and less, until, by God’s grace, he came to complete victory over and inspired him to lovingly embrace people he once set apart
himself. After a few days, he moved to a hospice of lepers, taking .

with him a large sum of money. Calling them all together, as he as different, unclean, and unworthy of respect.

kissed the hand of each, he gave them alms. . . . With the help of Give us the wisdom to recognize the lepers in our own lives.

God’s grace, he became such a servant and friend of the lepers, Challenge us with opportunities to step across the perceived

that, as he testified in his Testament, he stayed among them and boundaries that separate us from those we fear or distrust

served them with humility. . )
And give us, please, the courage to open our arms and hearts

Regis Armstrong, Wayne Hellmann and William Short, eds., Francis of Assisi: Early A
Documents, The Founder, Vol. Il (New York: New City Press, 2000), 74. to all those you ask us to call brothers and sisters.

June 2010




